











SHADES OF GREEN

The house plan works. On an early August day, swel-
tering Savannahians were sequestering themselves in darkened
rooms with central air conditioning, while Matthews” home was
comfortably open to the elements.

“It’s surprisingly private,” said Matthews, climbing the
dogtrot’s airy staircase to reveal an elevated, outdoor dining
room and a sleeping porch complete with a Murphy bed. While
passersby can glimpse the bright marsh through the dogtrot’s
screened, open-air rooms, the rooms themselves are sheltered
from scrutiny by backlighting and weathered slats of cypress.

“I feel incredibly at home here,” Matthews added.

He ought to. Snyder goes to great length to ensure that each
of his clients gets a home that suits not only their needs but also
their very sense of self in the world. A proprietary question-
naire asks existential questions, and a series of interactive review

sessions hones essential shapes into highly detailed domains.

Sustainable Measures
“I want to capture each client’s personality in a way that adds
said Snyder.  “Sustainability

>

to the contemporary discourse,’

GOOD MORNING: A Murphy bed on this upper-level
dogtrot porch presents a surprisingly private retreat.
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SHADES OF GREEN

is an important part of that discourse. It’s a
moral issue for all architects, particularly in
this energy crisis.”

“Sustainability is one issue that led me
to Dan,” agreed Matthews, who keeps his
Earthcraft certification framed at the foot of a
stunning staircase bathed in golden light.

“My daughter is a LEED-certified archi-
tect, and my son handles environmentally
sensitive real estate. Protecting the earth is
important to us.”

Matthews began conducting environmental
studies on the property long before crossing
paths with Snyder. He used a piece of lumber
to create a makeshift compass, indicating
north and south. He hung flags in the trees
to determine the path of the breeze. He even
brought in scaffolding to simulate a building
and study the light and views at each level.

After so much careful planning, it should
come as no surprise that the central dogtrot
is just the beginning of this home’s earth-
friendly innovations. Matthews leads the way
past a low-flow toilet, a solar water heater and
Energy Star appliances that use about as much
electricity as a 75-watt light bulb. Strategically
placed low-emittance windows reject solar
heat in summer but take in warming light in
winter. South American ipe wood decks resist
rot without chemicals. Southern pine framing
and sustainable okoume plywood complete
the construction.

Admiring the spectacular view of Tybee’s
sparkling marshes from the rooftop deck,

GOLDEN HOUR: A slender back staircase
to the master suite bathes warm walls with

coastal light.




The only thing more impressive than the place....
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SHADES OF GREEN

Matthews points out the roof’s articulate runoff
system. “On rainy days, this makes a waterfall
into the cistern below,” he indicated. “I can
do all my landscaping with that water.”

A walk into the wooded hammock behind
the home reveals a final sustainable detail:
This construction cost the earth just six trees.

“The contractor, J.T. Turner, was sensi-
tive to our goals and helped us save 38 trees
that most contractors would have removed,”
Snyder said. “He barricaded the site and kept
heavy equipment off the roots.”

Creature Comforts

This green home of the future may seem
a far cry from Gordon Matthews’ old Jones
Street haunt, but it’s not without familiar spirits.

“I used to sleep on my grandmother’s
screened porch as a child,” Matthews recalled.
“So I insisted on installing a Murphy bed
behind weather-proof doors. 1 also spent
some time in an open-air palapa in Bolivia,
so I enjoy the play between indoor and
outdoor rooms.”

Sometimes this house even reminds him
of Jones Street. “To protect the marsh and
make the dogtrot work, the footprint of this
house had to be small,” he explained. “After
years of living in a row house, I feel right at
home.” M

NATURE MEETS NURTURE: Builder J.T.
Turner helped Snyder and Matthews save
38 trees in the path of construction.
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